Laparoscopic donor nephrectomy: why not?
Laparoscopic donor nephrectomy has undergone explosive worldwide growth as the method of choice for removal of living donor kidneys. However, the method does have some distinct disadvantages as well. The objective is to define real and potential difficulties with the generalized uncritical acceptance of this surgical technique. The literature and personal experience at the largest laparoscopic donor program were reviewed and consolidated. Critical areas of technique and management were analyzed. Laparoscopic living donor nephrectomy has increased the pool of willing potential renal donors. In experienced has the recipient renal function results are equivalent to open nephrectomy. There are risks in performing the operation to the donor and to the allograft. These risks are potentially catastrophic and mitigate against any casual attitudes about embarking on a laparoscopic donor nephrectomy program.